Sweet Adelines International Region 7 salutes RiVCI' Song as our

July, 2010

Getting To Know You, Getting to Know All About You chorus. ..

RiverSong chorus (formerly The St. Joseph Show
Chorus) recently celebrated 50 years of membership as a
Sweet Adelines International chorus and is committed
“to celebrating the rich tapestry of American musical
genres and advancing the musical art form of barbershop
harmony through education and performance”.

Chorus vision: RiverSong of Sweet Adelines International
will be recognized in the community as an organization
which provides a quality musical product, opportunities for
personal growth and fellowship, and is financially stable.

Members: approximately 35
Charter Year: 1959
Rehearsals: Thursdays from 7:00 — 10:00 p.m.
Rehearsal Site: Wyatt Park Christian Church
2632 Mitchell Avenue
St. Joseph MO

Website: http://www.riversongchorus.com

Governance: Management Team consisting of...

Team Leader: Leslie Galbreath

Marketing Coordinator: Donna Turk

Membership Coordinator: Dyann Green

Music Coordinator: Kim Kraut

Finance Coordinator: Mary Ann Penniston

Events Coordinator: Shawna Tucker

Communications Coordinator: Susan Smith
Quartets include... All That!, Applause, Latte’ Blend and Wild
Hearts
History: Byron Myers, a local music teacher, was invited to direct
the group in 1959. Under his direction the chorus competed
internationally several times in such cities as London, England;
Portland, OR; Ft. Lauderdale, FL and Honolulu, HI. They have
placed as high as 2™ place at an International Contest.

A/l About our Director — Kim Kraut.... “Kim has been
RiverSong's director since October 2005. Under her expert and
enthusiastic leadership, RiverSong has been awarded the Sweet
Adelines Midwest Plains Region 7 Division A Championship
trophy, the Region 7 Ruby Pike Musical Excellence trophy awarded
to the Division A chorus with the highest Sound category score, has
more than doubled in membership, and has especially grown in
musical and performance creativity and confidence!

Kim's mission is helping women of all ages become better a cappella
singers! She specializes in vocal production, travels the world coaching
quartets and choruses, and gives private vocal music lessons in her
studio. Her desire to reach more singers and entrepreneurial

spirit helped her pioneer KimKraut.com -- high quality,
downloadable 4-part learning media used by many choruses and
quartets in Sweet Adelines International.

Her latest venture, "Simply Sing with Kim" is an exciting online
vocal lessons video series and an outstanding complement to the
thousands of titles already in Kim's vast learning media repertoire.

Kim recently debuted as lead in Applause, a new quartet. She
previously sang in PRIMO!, Chord-On-Blues and Blue Revue
quartets for almost 10 years and competed in the Top 20 at
International quartet competition several times. Kim has also earned
Master Director distinction in the Sweet Adelines International
organization.

Kim studied at the University of Missouri, Kansas City Conservatory
of Music. She graduated with degrees in Music

Education and Secondary Biology Education, and then began a
Master’s Program in Vocal Performance. Kim became so busy
singing opera that she never returned to her Master’s. Kim was a
professional opera singer for 12 years and has only recently retired to
teach music. She atcributes much of her early education to Sweet
Adelines — of which she’s been a member since she was 15 years old!
Kim thanks Sweet Adelines for giving her the courage to grow!”

Past directors include...Cheryl Herrman in 1999, Helen Shores in
2004 and Kelly Deare in 2005.

2010 Productions include... Mission: Enchanted will delight one
and all as two angels-in-training find themselves with a big
assignment to finish. Will they find the missing instructions,
complete the mission and earn angelic promotions? Join Miss Elle
Toe, Holly Berry and the rest of RiverSong as they combine forces
and voices to present “Mission: Enchanted.” Nostalgic and
contemporary tunes presented through the rich sounds of four-part a
cappella harmony will truly get your patrons in the Christmas spirit.
What a great way to kick off the holiday season!

River Rising showcases the non-stop high level energy, lush
barbershop harmonies, and multi-faceted musical repertoire that is
RiverSong. Audience members will embark on a musical journey that
parallels the life stages in the life of a woman to those of a river. In the
words of an audience member who attended the premier performance
of River Rising. "I was so impressed with RiverSong. [ have never
seen such a moving performance! Their energy, love, compassion,
humor, insight - all rolled into one incredible performance. They
took my heart!"

real women.
real harmony.
real fun. v#
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Rollin’ on the River — RiverSong

RiverSong continues to ride the current — sometimes calm,
sometimes rapid, but always fun — through our 2010 year. Our
Singing Valentine efforts were extremely successful: over 40 musical
missives were delivered by quartets traveling all over Northwest
Missouri.

We next turned our attention to preparing for Regional
Competition. Following the lead of our “out of the box” director,
Kim Kraut, we brought our “vignette style” performance to the
stage. For those who may have missed it (we were #2 in the lineup)
our vignette style means that most of us were not on the risers; either
sitting on boxes, sitting on the floor, or kneeling. We were also
“director-less” — Kim was sitting right in front, performing and
singing with the rest of the chorus. The performance was well
received and we are happy to say we improved our scores and met
our competition goals!

RiverSong is also quite proud of the performance of our competing
quartets. Wild Hearts received the Novice Quartet Award. Our
newest quartet — Applause - received 5" place medals. All That!
received both Most Improved Quartet honors (+108 points!) and 4™
place medals. All in all, it was quite a banner weekend for
RiverSong!

RiverSong has also been able to avoid some of the financial rocks
and shoals all choruses face thanks to the dedicated work of our
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