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The 64th Annual Sweet Adelines 
International Convention and 

Competition  Crowns  Zing!  as 

the 2010 Queens of Harmony   

  

Zing! was the hands down audi-
ence favorite quartet  in Nashville and 
the judges were in complete agreement 
as they crowned our favorite Region 
7 quartet 2010 Queens of Harmony!   

  

Michelle, Susan, Mary and Melynnie 
"Zing -ed"  the audience with ringing 
chords, overtones, pedal tones and 
every tone in between as they harmo-
nized and sang their way to the top!  "I 
was so excited to be there to see them 
perform with such energy and 
flair...and such near perfection!   They 
came on stage and grabbed the audi-
ence, held them in their sound until 
the last chord.  I was totally exhila-
rated and totally exhausted when they 
walked off stage!"  We are so proud 
they represent us in Regions 7 and 25! 

 

Kansas City Chorus wows the 
audience in Nashville!  

  

When the Kansas City Chorus took the 
stage in Nashville the audience knew 
they were in for a treat.  Those who 
had been in the food court scrambled 
into the arena to find seats so that they 
wouldn't miss a note...or an antic...and 
they were certainly not disap-
pointed!   The chorus performed with 

its traditional clean velvet sound and an 
excitement that kept you on the edge of 
your seat!  Their performance package 
was nearly flawless and totally engag-
ing...with just the right touches of fun 
and comedy...albeit a bit ghostly at 
times...  Singers were having the time of 
their lives during that performance and 
the audience felt it!   We all knew they 
were going to be winners!   

  

Region 7 is so very proud to call the 
Kansas City Chorus our own...and we 
are so proud that they are once 
again one of the top 10 choruses in the 
world!    

 

Black Tie and Cabaret quartets 
made us proud!  

Our championship quartet Black Tie 
represented Region 7  well as they sang 
their hearts out to a very enthusiastic 
crowd in Nashville.   Cabaretós  ener-
getic performance left the audience 
wanting more.  We are so  very proud of 
all of our 2009 International competi-
tors. 

Black Tie Announces Their Re-

tirement...  

After four years and two opportuni-
ties to compete on the Sweet Adeli-
nes International stage, Black Tie 
has decided to retire.  We have been 
so blessed that this quartet gave us 
the opportunity to represent two 
amazing regions, both Region 7 and 
Region 23, and we cannot thank you 
all enough for the support that you 
offered us throughout our time to-
gether.  We send a heartfelt thank 
you to our choruses, The Tune Town 
Show Chorus, The Kansas City Cho-
rus, and the Sunflower Harmony 
Chorus.  Each one making us feel so 
welcome and a part of their chorus 
families.  The "We love Black Tie" 
chant heard at the Sommet Center in 
Nashville was so amazing and made 
for a stage appearance that will not 
be forgotten.   Thank you! 

 

 In Harmony,  

Jana, Sheri, Sheila, and Michelle 

Black Tie 

Important 2010 Regional  

Competition Dates and Deadlines  

Deadline  Description  

12/28/09 Competition Packets Mailing 

Date 

2/8/10 Quartet Entry Deadline 

2/9/10 Chorus Entry Deadline 

2/15/10 Order of Appearance An-

nounced 

2/23/10 Quartet Late Entry Deadline 

3/10/10 Chorus Late Entry Deadline 

4/10/10 Chorus Competition  
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 FAMILY CONNECTION  
ENHANCES  

THE SWEET ADELINE EX-
PERIENCE 

 
 What makes your Sweet Ade-
line hobby so special?  Your answer 
will likely differ from other membersô 
answers. Answers may include friend-
ships or opportunities to perform or 
learning opportunities.  In fact, your 
reasons for continuing to stand on the 
risers, learn new music and choreogra-
phy may be different than when you 
initially joined.  When I asked three 
Region 7 chorus members what makes 
this hobby special for them, their an-
swers included their family connection.  

 Judy Kost of RiverSong Cho-
rus shared that she rejoined the St. 
Joseph Show Chorus in 1996 and ful-
filled a life -long dream:  to sing with 
her daughter Shawna.  Judy directed a 
small chorus for nine years and 
dreamed of singing with her daughter.  
In the mid -1980ôs she took a hiatus 
from directing.  She joined a newly-
formed chorus in the early 1990ôs.  
Although somewhat intimidated by the 
ñold folksò when she was a girl, now an 
adult, Shawna decided to give her 
motherôs hobby a try even though it 
meant a long drive every week.  Two 
years later Shawna joined the St. Jo-
seph Show Chorus and Judy followed 
the following year.  

 The family connection for 
Linda Schumacher, long-time member 
of the Kansas City Chorus, includes 
three generations.  Maureen 
Schumacher joined a small chorus in 
the early 1960ôs.  Maureen and Linda 
belonged to the same church choir and 
Maureen introduced Linda to her son 
Mike.  Linda visited Maureenôs chorus 
and eventually joined, too. After Linda 
and Mike were married, Maureen paid 
Lindaôs dues when Linda could not 
afford to do so.  Mikeôs sister, Carol 
Schumacher was also a member of the 
same chorus. Eventually, all three la-
dies joined the Kansas City chorus.  

Linda and Carol have sung together in 
different quartets over the years. 

 After Lindaôs daughter Stacy 
was born, Linda began bringing her to 
rehearsals when she was about three 
weeks old.  The infant was content in 
her wind -up swing or in the arms of 
her mother, grandmother or auntie.  
Stacy continued to attend rehearsals 
until she started school while Mike 
worked night shift.  She played with 
other little girls also brought by their 
mothers while the chorus rehearsed.  
Some members grumbled that the chil-
drenôs play caused a distraction.  The 
director, Harriett Gall, knew these 
mothers could not be members if they 
had to pay a sitter.  Harriett also real-
ized these little girls were potential 
chorus members. 

           Fast forward several years. Linda 
and her sister-in-law remain active 
Kansas City Chorus members and 
Stacy did become a chorus member.  
She joined a small chorus directed by 
Maureen at age 11, thriving under her 
grandmotherôs tutelage.  Stacy joined 
the Kansas City chorus at age 14 and 
debuted on the front row at Interna-
tional Competition.  She eventually 
became a music teacher, competed 
with her quartet, Primo!, on the inter-
national stage and stepped up to be-
come Kansas City chorusôs interim co-
director. Rewarding to her mother and 
Aunt Carol is that Stacy was recently 
selected as Kansas Cityôs permanent 
director from among many worthy 
candidates!  Surely, the early exposure 
to four -part harmony played a big role 
in Stacyôs life, the Kansas City Chorus 
and the children whose lives she 
touches every day. 

 Stacy actually began her 
Sweet Adeline career long before she 
joined a chorus.  By age 3 she could 
hold her own part in a two -part song.  
About that same age, sheôd stand on 
the bed and ñdirectò an imaginary cho-
rus in her motherôs mirror.  By age 5 
she was teaching Linda the choreogra-
phy. 

 

 Rachel Klein, charter member 
of Emerald City Chorus, has an amaz-
ing four -generation family connection.  
Rachel has been a chorus member for 
14 years, changing from lead to bass 
three years ago.  When daughter Leslie 
moved to California and had no friends 
there, Rachel suggested sheôd have 
instant friends if she joined her home-
town chorus.  Leslie visited, joined and 
found lots of friends in the Agoura 
Hills Harmony Chorus.  In 2005 Leslie 
moved to Los Angeles and auditioned 
for the Harborlites Chorus.  With Har-
borlites, Leslie has earned two Interna-
tional medals!  Leslieôs daughter Tif-
fany also joined Harborlites.  She 
moved to Arizona and competed at 
Nashville with the Tucson Desert Har-
mony Chorus.   

  Rachelôs 14-year-old great-
granddaughter, Bailey, loves being 
around older people.  Bailey has been a 
singing summer guest of Emerald City 
and performed with the chorus on 
their recent show.  She joined her great
-grandmother, her great-aunt Leslie 
and her aunt Tiffany to perform in the 
Family Chorus at Nashville.  Bailey 
also looks forward to joining Emerald 
City Chorus as soon as possible. 

 ñWhen weôre together we talk 
at length about our choruses and the 
joy each of us experiences when we 
sing,ò Rachel reports.  She has talked 
with her family members about form-
ing a quartet. Leslie would sing bass, 
Rachel accepted the challenge of learn-
ing baritone, Tiffany wants to sing lead 
and Bailey would complete the four-
some singing tenor.  They think it 
should be lots of fun!  Each of them 
said they looked forward to singing 
with the family chorus in Nashville.  

 Does having a common hobby 
help build strong family ties?  Linda 
Schumacher believes it did for her fam-
ily.  Maureen, Carol, Linda and Stacy 
considered themselves not so much 
relatives as chorus members who just 
happened to be related.  Stacy was 
allowed to make her own chorus 
friends.  Linda knew sheôd be safe with 

(Continued on page 3) 
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100 chorus mothers.  Having grown up in this hobby, Stacy 
does not think about a chorus memberôs age, each member 
is important for her own personal contribution.  

 How does having family members in the same 
chorus affect a rehearsal?  Kim Kraut, director of RiverSong 
chorus, states that family tensions can be carried onto the 
risers.  However, just being around other chorus members 
and being involved in rehearsal, tensions tend to melt away.  
Having a mother and daughter in the same chorus can be 
confusing to other chorus members.  Itôs not uncommon for 
members to expect Mom to speak for herself and her 
daughter. 

 Kimôs experience with family members in her cho-
rus has been more positive than negative.  Family members 
tend to help each other fit in until each can make her own 
friends.  Itôs also fun to tell an audience that the chorus 
includes multiple generations of the same family.  

 How has sharing this wonderful hobby with a fam-
ily member affected these ladies?   Judy Kost of RiverSong 
Chorus summed up the experience.  ñWhat could be better!  
Fun, friends, laughter and tearsðweôve had them all and 
continue to do so every week.  Great hobby!ò 

 
~Phyllis VanHorn, Membership Coordinator 
 

What a week it was!  I am so proud to be a member 
of Region 7!  

Region 7ôs Top Ten List from Nashville 

10.Congratulations to the RiverSong Chorus. They had 67% 
attendance in Nashville! 

9.  Congratulations to Anita Wolfe and Teel Haas of the 
Kansas City Chorus. Both women received their 50th Anni-
versary pins from our International President Peggy Gram 
on Friday. 

8.Congratulations to our own Donna Kready & her quartet, 
Cabaret. They placed 14th in the Quartet contest. 

7. Congratulations to Black Tie. Their performance was 
terrific as usual making us all so proud of them!  

6) Congratulations to the Kansas City Chorus. Kansas City 
was amazing and placed eighth. 

5) MichelleéOH MY! 

4) Melynnieé WOW! 

3) Susané TWICE IS NICE! 

2) Maryéò SO THIS IS MY FIRST CONTEST WITH ZINGò 

(Continued from page 2) 1)  Zing! Our 2010 International Queens of Har-
mony.  I get goose bumps just typing the words.  What a 
spectacular performance & standing ovations for both semi-
finals and finals performances. As an audience member, I 
cried tears of joy Friday afternoon as we watched 4 dreams 
come true!    

~ Janet Davis, Region 7 Management Team Coordinator 

 

Did you move? Has your email address changed?  

 
Keep the Region informed of your latest contact informa-
tion - Click here to  fill out the form and submit to assure 
you are on our list for regional mailings such as the e-
newsletter and RES registration flyers, etc.   Please note: 
The Region doesn't automatically send your information to 
International, so if you have changes, please also drop a 
note to SAI...or see below to update on the SAI website.  

 

Financials submitted by Rosemary Olasé.. 

 

http://www.sweetadelinesregion7.com/Member_Address_Changes.html
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 ñTasketeersò Wanted!  There are 

many events in Region 7 for which we need 

volunteers to help with short  term spikes in 

work loads. Those already serving on the 

RMT and on the Regional Faculty find the 

time to do the daily tasks required of  their 

positions, but from time to time  they could sure use some-

one in the region willing to give of her time and talents on a 

short term basis.  We are calling these short term, task ori-

ented volunteer workers "Taskateers!"  There are always 

needs in various areas in the region...so, if you are inter-

ested in learning more about the inner workings of the Re-

gion and would love to help out, VOLUNTEER to be a 

"TASKATEER!"   

There will be classified listings from time to time in the 
Newsletter that you can volunteer for...or you can submit 
your name, email, chorus and the types of tasks you would 
enjoy working on to Sandy Smith who will keep a data base 
of names to contact when we need you!  Thank you and 
bless you for getting involved! 

Region 7 Winter Music Fest  

The 2010 Winter Music Fest is January 29th 
-31st  and will be held at the: .    

Ramada Hotel & Convention Center 
420 SE 6th Street 
Topeka KS 

The room rate is $79 plus tax and includes a 
breakfast buffet.  Reservations will be ac-
cepted at the Sweet Adeline rate until Janu-
ary 22, 2009 .   

Diane Porsch will be here to coach Chorus 
and Quartets and provide all with vocal pro-
duction extraordinaire!  Diane is the well 
know certified director of Buffalo Gateway Chorus in West-
ern New York State.  She is a Certified International Faculty 
Member and a Certified International Showmanship Judge.  
She is ñTruly Certifiable!ò 

Registration Fees:  
Early Bird postmarked by Dec. 30th - $30  
Postmarked between Dec. 31st and  Jan. 23rdð$35  
At the Doorð$40  
 
On-line registrations is available through:  

 

If you prefer to register via mail, the registration form is 
available for download from the Region 7 website. 

Invitation  To Chorus  Presidents / Team Leaders / 
Finance Coordinators /Treasurers:  Your Regional 
Management Team would like to invite you to participate in a 
special Brainstorming Session at the Winter Music School in 
January.  This hour-long session will be listed on the schedule 
for the weekend. Email your RSVP to Janet Davis.   

Happy Holidays!  
 
Janet Davis 
Team Coordinator 
 
 
First Quarter Shows Pilot Marketing Program is 
Making an Impact!   Region 7 pilot choruses have gradu-
ated from having a marketing plan on paper to implementing 
the plan and seeing results!  We are all learning lessons along 
the way and seeing new and better opportunities for future 
marketing projects and implementation methods.   

In the first quarter, the 13 Region 7 choruses involved indi-
cated they had over 100 inquiries it various forms of advertis-
ing with more than 72 new guests visiting their cho-
ruses.  Wow, that is a big deal!  The net gain has been 15 new 
members for the region...in just the first quarter!   I am very 
anxious to tally the evaluations for the second quarter and see 
how they compare!  Wouldn't it be nice to have 15 new mem-
bers each of the 4 quarters of our marketing campaign?   

Our Region 7 goals are visibility and recognition in the com-

munities served by our choruses, which will ultimately bring 

new members and new audiences.  I have not gotten figures 

from our choruses as to whether their attendance was up for 

shows and performances, but 15 new members in the region 

is very GOOD NEWS! 

Our third quarter marketing vehicle is the promotion of free 

guest passes.   We know this is a gimmick, guests are always 

free, but handing out passes gives us another opportunity to 

talk to people about what we do and invite them to visit a 

rehearsal,.  It also leaves them with vital information about 

where your chorus rehearses, a contact person and websites 

to visit for member information about your chorus and Sweet 

Adelines International .  

It's time to tally up your second quarter statistics and get your 

evaluations emailed to Jane Tham, MKC.  Please get this 

done by Dec 21 so that our information can be sent to 

International in a timely fashion.  

Jane Tham 
Marketing Coordinator (of this AWESOME region!)  

mailto:sandysmith@neb.rr.com
http://www.sweetadelinesregion7.com/
mailto:jdavis42000@yahoo.com
mailto:jltham@aol.com
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/91648
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 The Pitch Pipe Lite makes it debut! Sweet Adelines 
International has developed a new quarterly publication 
called The Pitch Pipe Lite. This e-magazine (also know as 
an e-zine) replaces the monthly SING e-zine and will in-
clude submissions from members around the world, educa-
tional articles, updates and information on International 
events and so much more! This issue of The Pitch Pipe Lite 
features stories on Nashville, the YWIH Festival, IES 
Global, how to find a new director...and more!   Click here to 
access the August /September issue. 

Members can  update their contact information 
with Sweet Adelines International online!  Go to 
Members Online to make corrections to your membership 
information. Please note that when logging in, if your mem-
ber number begins with a "0" you must omit it; for example 
if your member number is 01234, the log-in page will only 
accept it if it is entered as 1234. Please note: SAI doesn't 
automatically send new information to the regions, so if 
you make changes here, please also visit the Region 7 web-
site listed above to make changes. 

YWIH Newsletter... The November 2009 "Rising Star/
YWIH" Newsletter is now posted on the Sweet Adelines 
International website. Click here to view it.   

International Election Results... The 2009 Interna-
tional Election is final and a big thanks goes out to the Re-
gion 7 choruses that submitted their ballots.  We had 88% 
returnedðWAHOO!  Next year, lets have 100% returned 
from Region 7! 

Those elected are: 

Sharon Babb, Region 8 
Peggy Gram, Region 25 
Carole Kirkpatrick, Region 13 
Dale Syverson, Region 25 

 

"The Sing -Off" on NBC  

MAXX Factor Quartet represents Sweet Adelines Interna-
tional in the ultimate a cappella singing contest airing na-
tionally on NBC.  

International Convention in Seattle  

Harmony is brewing in Seattle, October 19-23, 2010. Perk 
up your barbershop chords and savor five days of rich com-
petitions.  

 

Guinness World Record  

Sweet Adelines International set the Guinness World Re-
cord for Largest Singing Lesson on Oct. 24 in Nashville, 
Tenn. 

IES GLOBAL  

Personal Performance Power ð
The Power in You!  

Make plans now to attend IES Central, 
July 15ð17, 2010 in St. Louis, Mo.  
These inspirational classes will be held 
at the Millennium Hotel.   

IES Global will enrich and empower 
singers with skills that strengthen and 

integrate the voice, the body and the mind into a total per-
former. This education experience will help you recognize 
that you are part of a greater whole ï by voice and the con-
tributions you make to your chorus and quartet. The sum 
total of any ensemble is only as strong as each individual 
member 

Learn about your vocal instrument and employ skills that 
promote vocal energy, breath support, control, resonation 
and vowel production. Integrating your voice into the art 
form, learning techniques to promote physical and vocal 
synchronization and breathing life into your chorus experi-
ence will also be examined. Personal responsibilities such 
as individual focus and discipline, mental and physical 
preparation and balancing career and chorus/quartet life 
are additional topics offered. As you can see, this is the per-
fect opportunity to help you grow into a successful, confi-
dent and fearless performer! 

And donôt forget to attend the Region 7 Winter mu-
sic school where you could win a scholarship to the 
school. Donations will be accepted.  

 

Upcoming Webinar  

Director's Role in Membership Growth and Reten-

tion with  Kathy Carmody , Mari Pettersson  and 
Kim Wonders  

Registration will be open soon.  

Saturday, January 23, 2010, 10:30 a.m. CST 
(Oklahoma)   

This Webinar on a Director's Role in Membership Growth 
and Retention will provide valuable insights on the impact a 
director can make on new and existing members and their 
decisions to join or remain in the chorus. Assistant direc-

tors, directors and anyone else thinking about becoming a 
director or works closely with a director won't want to miss 
this essential presentation as Kathy Carmody, Mari Petters-
son and Kim Wonders share their expertise and discuss 
how to be a positive influence as the primary leader in your 
chorus.  

http://www.sweetadelineintl.org/PPLiteSept09.pdf%20
http://64.207.244.220/sai/members_online/members/login.asp?action=start&TP=members/viewmember.asp&PARAM=action=start
http://www.sweetadelineintl.org/pdf/YWIHNOVEMBER2009.pdf
http://www.sweetadelineintl.org/MAXXFactor.cfm
http://www.sweetadelineintl.org/seattle.cfm
http://www.sweetadelineintl.org/guinness.cfm
http://www.sweetadelineintl.org/areaschools.cfm
http://www.sweetadelineintl.org/webinars.cfm
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 City of Fountains Chorus members have 
been enjoying a variety of chorus activities - beginning with 
our Annual summer Songfest in June.  Many singers from 
the metro Kansas City area spent 6 weeks working with the 
chorus, learning 3 new songs, and then performing with the 
chorus during the program.  This event culminated with our 
Awards Dinner honoring each member and our 
guests.  Mary Ann Rastorfer was honored with the Tradi-
tional Harmony Award.  Once again, it was a most enjoy-
able program for all concerned. 

The Board of Directors has been busy planning an eventful 
year under the leadership of Joan DeMerchant, Presi-
dent.  A large number of City Of Fountains Chorus mem-
bers were able to attend and learn from RES in Septem-
ber.  Our "Bling Sale" was most successful, thanks to the 
efforts of all the members. 

Ten members and 3 supportive friends will be going to 
Nashville to cheer on and support our wonderful Region 7 
chorus and quartets.  And this time, Lisa Haigh and Jean 
Covey manned a booth at the Harmony Bazaar.  And our 
members are looking forward once again to our annual Bell 
Ringing at Ward Parkway Center on the first Saturday in 
December.  If any Sweet Adelines are out shopping in the 
vicinity on that day, please drop by and sing with 
us.                        

In Harmony,   

Beryl Silberg 

 

GLITZ, GLAMOUR AND GREAT 
FOOD!   

Those terms best describe the atmosphere at the Lin-
colnaire Chorus Luncheon/Style Show which was held 
on Saturday, October 3 at the Cotner Center.  What a great 
turnout we had and so much fun!  There were about 120 
people in attendance (even a few guys). 

Our theme was ñHollywood Nightsò and our colors were 
black and white with a touch of red; very Hollywood, very 
elegant!  Our decorations and table place settings and cen-
terpieces all reflected that theme and those colors!    

Lincolnaire Chorus members provided the food (salads and 
crackers) and red velvet cake was donated for our dessert.  
We gave away approximately 86 door prizes that had been 
donated for that purpose.  We also held three raffle draw-
ings (the big prize was a 32ò flat screen LCD TV donated by 
Walmart) and we had eight baskets filled with great prizes 
(all donated, of course) for a Silent Auction.  The location 
for our Style Show was also free of charge to us!  So, need-
less to say, this was a very low-cost event! 

The fashions for our Style Show were provided by Christo-
pher & Banks and CJ Banks.  They did a great job and kept 
things moving very smoothly.  A particularly enjoyable part 
of our Style Show was the modeling of some of our old cos-
tumes.  Many of our alumni attended the show and Iôm sure 
were reminiscing about the great memories of one costume 
or another.   

The Lincolnaire Chorus then performed for approximately 
20 minutes which ended our afternoon on a great note 
(excuse the pun!).  This event was a great fundraiser for our 
chorus and, with the many requests we had after the show, 
Iôm sure this will be an annual event. 

Submitted by  

Bev Grossoehmig 
Communications Coordinator  

 

WINE Auditions for NBC Show!!!  

WINE quartet, Region 7, just returned from Los Angeles, 
CA where they auditioned for NBC's new show "The Sing 
Off" which features a cappella groups to be aired in Decem-
ber. What a great experience!!! We had so much fun!!! We 
were honored to represent Sweet Adelines and barbershop 
singing all over the world!! You can imagine how thrilled 
we were to be sent on to the 2nd round of the audition 
process, the interview. As with other musical reality shows, 
not everyone goes through. The venue was at the Music 
Institute and the audition was on an actual stage with stage 
lights & cameras, which helped us with the ambiance. 
There were lots of other a cappella groups there represent-
ing all different styles of music. Each contestant was only 
allowed to see the 2 acts ahead of them as we were allowed 
to be in the audience so things could keep moving along. It 
was really very well organized and all staff members were 
very friendly and helpful.  

 
There were 4 audition sites nationwide. There will only be 8 
groups selected for the show. We are told that this will not 
be like other musical reality shows. They are only going to 
air the 8 groups as opposed to airing those auditions that 
were not passed through. 
 
We waited until the week of Oct. 12 for the final decisions 
on what groups will be on the actual television show. A cap-
pella groups from around the country will compete for a 
Sony recording contract and national acclaim! While we 
didnôt make it into the finals, we had a BLAST!!!  Thank you 
to ALL of you for sending us your fabulous energies  
 

WINE Quartet  
Region 7 
Lhea Wilson 

http://www.myspace.com/cityoffountainschorus
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 River Rising  

RiverSong  continues to wind its way through an amaz-

ing 50th anniversary year. 

After successfully taking our 2008 show on the road, we 

were invited to take it to a different venue ï radio!  On 

June 4th, we performed ñSpirit of the Riverò live on KKFI 

public radio 90.1 in Kansas City.  The show was performed 

in its entirety, complete with dialogue, quartets and inter-

views. This was quite a new experience for us; no audience, 

no applause, just 40 women packed in a small room on a 

hot summer day, maintaining absolute silence (except 

when singing of course!).  As it turned out, our imagina-

tions provided the audience, our excitement was contagious 

and our show came to life over the airwaves for the many 

listeners of KKFI and countless others listening on the 

internet.  

Later in June, 14 RiverSong members attended Region 7ôs 

Leadership Retreat at Northwest Missouri State University 

in Maryville, MO.  At the end of July, we returned to North-

west for our chorus retreat and received excellent coaching 

from Judy Alterman and Dana Evans of the Emerald City 

Chorus. 

The culminating event of our anniversary year occurred on 

September 19th, when RiverSong presented its 50th anniver-

sary show --ñRiver Risingò-- at the Missouri Theater in St 

Joseph, MO.  The show, presented in typical RiverSong 

fashion, (i.e. no risers,) compared the life cycle of a woman 

to that of a river through a series of vignettes portraying 

childhood, youth, adulthood and old age.  We were honored 

to be joined on stage by 2008 2nd Place International quar-

tet ñJackpot.ò  In additional, over 20 alumni joined voices 

with current RiverSong members for a performance by the 

St. Joseph 50th Anniversary Chorus. 

The show drew a large, enthusiastic audience, thanks in no 

small way to the large amount of free  advertising gener-

ated by our hard-working Marketing Coordinator, Donna 

Turk.  In addition to the performance on KKFI, Donna ob-

tained radio interviews on two additional stations, 2 spots 

on St. Josephôs local TV station KQ2, as well as articles in 

the Regular Joe newspaper and Josephine Magazine. 

With the show behind us, RiverSong is looking forward to 

upcoming events to round out the year.  We are proud to be 

taking 67% of our membership to International Competi-

tion in Nashville where a fun time will be had by all.  In 

November, we will hold our 3 rd annual A Cappella Work-

shop and weôll end the year by giving the gift of music to 

area nursing home and care facilities at our 2nd annual 

Holiday Sing-a-thon.  Then ï on to year 51!  

Sue Smith 

RiverSong Communications Coordinator  

 

Emerald City Chorus News  

Emerald City Chorus presented their first Wichita show on 

October 17, 2009, ñEmerald City Chorus & Friendsò. The 

show featured the entire chorus, chorus quartets, and guest 

singers from our Summer Fling event last July along with 

six singers from the 

Pratt Chorus. Other 

guest performers in-

cluded the High Soci-

ety Dixieland Band, 

Voices from the Heart, 

and the Treblemakers 

an Irish dance troupe 

of young dancers from 

Andover. 

The Summer Fling was designed for our guests to come to 

rehearsals, learn music and choreography and perform 

with us on the show. A total of 17 singers participated. Each 

week the Summer Fling singers were provided with their 

very own newsletter to keep them informed about expecta-

tions and activities for each rehearsal. They also received 

four free vocal lessons from our directors. 

Emerald City Chorus auditioned a new quartet in Septem-

ber, ñAnticipationò. Quartet members are Bonnie Holeman 

lead, Rachel Klein bass, Tracy Wingate baritone and Clare 

Paul tenor. 

Emerald City will be performing several Christmas engage-

ments in the upcoming weeks before Christmas. One of our 

favorites is at Botanica Gardens during ñIlluminationsò 

where we perform utdoors in a beautiful gazebo (equipped 

with toasty warm heaters), beautiful lights and crispy win-

ter air along with everyoneôs favorite Christmas songs. 

What could be more fun? 

Submitted by 

Rachel Klein, Emerald City Chorus PR Coordinator 

http://www.riversongchorus.com/
http://www.emeraldcitychorus.org/

